34 Sunday after Epiphany T January 25", 2000 T

For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him
should not perish
but have eternal life.

SUNDAY MASSES: at 11:00 am

Sun. Jan. 25", 3" Sunday after Epiphany

T One Year Memorial for Sousanne Jabbour Boulos
offered by Joseph Ramia & family.

MASS TIME 11:30am starting Feb. 1

Sun. Feb. 1%, Sunday of the Priests
Presentation of Christ in the Temple
i Memorial Mass for Charbel Assily offered by
his sister Nicole Andrey Moussallem & family.

WEEKDAY MASSES: @ 6:00 pm Sat. @ 5:00 pm

Sat. Jan. 31 Coad) Cliay ¢ 68 yidiall
Nouhad Rechwan Mikbil Rechwan & family

OFFERTORY COLLECTION
Jan. 18 § 788.00

SICKNESS: We pray for the sick in our Parish. God
grant them a speedy recovery. Persons unable to attend
Mass, please contact your pastor for Holy Communion.

3 Sympativy: Our deepest sympathy to
* Nicole Andrey Moussallem & family for
t the loss of her brother Charbel Assily in
Belgium on Jan. 19. May the Lord rest his
soul in peace and grant consolation to his
family. A Memorial Mass will be held on

Sunday Feb. 1 at 11:30am in our parish.

FIRST COMMUNION: Classes will begin on
Sunday Feb.1 at 10:30 am until 11:30am

YOUTH GROUP: Any youth interested in joining

the youth group are asked to sign their name and telephone
number on the bulletin board.
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= ENVELOPES 2009 are in the Church
corridor. Please don’t forget to take your

box home. Thank you for your continued
support! * Please note if you see any errors in your address
let us know by contacting the Church office. If you don’t
have an envelope number and would like one, please contact
the office. Thank you. @ 972-0761

Meditation

Jim was stuck. He was trying to figure out the graphing
feature of his new computer software. After an hour of
frustration and failed attempts, Jim noticed the help button
on his computer screen. He clicked the button, looked up
his question, and had his graph built in five minutes.
In today’s reading, Nicodemus was stumped, too. He
could have sat there for days pondering what Jesus meant
by saying that he must be born from above and still not
have come to a satisfying answer. As powerful as our
minds are, they can take us only so far in understanding
spiritual things. That’s why Jesus gave us the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit is like our spiritual “help button.” He
wants to reveal to us who Jesus is, what Jesus has done for
us, and how Jesus wants us to live each day.
One question you may have is: “How do I hear Jesus’
voice?” One way is through Scripture. In your prayer, or
as you listen to God’s word at Mass, the Holy Spirit may
bring certain Scripture passages to your attention, almost
making them jump off the page and say, “Hey, this applies
to you!” The Spirit may also bring a thought to mind as
you pray—a thought that you know is not your own.
Then, as you ponder the idea or image, you may have a
distinct sense that it is God’s word for you in a particular
situation.
“Jesus, open my ears to hear your voice.
Help me hear you in Scripture, at Mass,
and as I go through my day.
I want to know your will for me in every situation.
Like Nicodemus, let me be “born from above”
so that I may see the world through your eyes.”

—THE WORD AMONG US



Sunday Readings

Galatians 3: 23-29

Now before faith came, we were confined under the
law, kept under restraint until faith should be revealed.
So that the law was our custodian until Christ came,
that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith
has come, we are no longer under a custodian; for in
Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have
put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female;
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are
Christs, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs
according to promise.

John 3: 1-16

Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to
Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that
you are a teacher come from God; for no one can do
these signs that you do, unless God is with him."
Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless
one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God."
Nicodemus said to him, "How can a man be born
when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his
mother's womb and be born?" Jesus answered, "Truly,
truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to
you, "You must be born anew." The wind blows where
it wills, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not
know whence it comes or whither it goes; so it is with
every one who is born of the Spirit." Nicodemus said
to him, "How can this be?" Jesus answered him, "Are
you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand
this? Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we
know, and bear witness to what we have seen; but you
do not receive our testimony. If I have told you
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has
ascended into heaven but he who descended from
heaven, the Son of man. And as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of man be
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life." For God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life.

Next Sunday
Luke 12: 42-48 1Timothy 4: 6-16
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