20d - Sunday after Epiphany T January 18", 2009 T

and he looked at Jesus
as he walked,
and said,
"Behold, the Lamb of God!"

SUNDAY MASSES: at 11:00 am
Sun. Jan. 18", 2" Sunday after Epiphany
7 For Michel Daher by his wife Julia & family.

7 For Antonios Bousaba and Geryes & Rachid Khalil
offered by Simon & Jamile Bousaba & family.

Sun. Jan. 25", 3" Sunday after Epiphany

T One Year Memorial for Sousanne Jabbour Boulos
offered by Joseph Ramia & family.

WEEKDAY MASSES: @ 6:00 pm Sat. @ 5:00 pm

Sat. Jan. 24 Coad) Cliay ¢ 68 yidiall
Joseph Sleiman Mr. & Mrs. George Saleem

OFFERTORY COLLECTION
Jan. 11 $623.25

SICKNESS: We pray for the sick in our Parish. God
grant them a speedy recovery. Persons unable to attend
Mass, please contact your pastor for Holy Communion.

’.'* SW%@ Our deepest sympathy to
L4 Mrs. Jennifer (Jean) Aphram & family for
the loss of her grandmother Victoria Siniecki
in Michigan on Jan. 10. May the Lord rest her
soul in peace and console her family.

e ENVELOPES 2009 are in the Church
corridor. Please don’t forget to take your
envelopes

box home. Thank you for your continued
support! * Please note if you see any errors in your address
let us know by contacting the Church office. If you don’t
have an envelope number and would like one, please
contact the office. Thank you. @ 972-0761

FIRST COMMUNION: Children in grade 2 this year
wishing to have 1st Communion in our Parish are asked to
sign their name on the Bulletin Board.

YOUTH GROUP: Any youth interested in joining

the youth group are asked to sign their name and telephone
number on the bulletin board.
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Meditation

Have you ever noticed how quickly word of mouth can
spread? The day after John the Baptist publicly testified
that Jesus was the Lamb of God, he repeated it privately
to two of his disciples, setting off an amazing chain
reaction. First, Andrew and another disciple went to
investigate Jesus. After just one day with him, Andrew
was so excited that he told his brother, Simon. Coming
face-to-face with Jesus, Simon began a new life as Peter,
the Rock. Philip took his testimony to Nathanael, who
was soon declaring Jesus “Son of God” and “King of
Israel”.

Amazing! The word of a friend, an open heart, an
encounter with Jesus—and the church began. Obscure
fishermen became empowered apostles, and nothing
would ever be the same again.

Like the disciples, we too get to know Jesus simply be
spending time with him. We can talk with him in prayer,
meet him in Scripture, and hear about him in church
fellowship groups. We can spend time with him on
retreat, before the Blessed Sacrament, and at Mass.

Jesus wants to show himself to us as the Lamb of God,
the Messiah, our Redeemer, our Brother, and much more.
He’s inviting us to be part of the same adventure that
captivated the first disciples. He wants to see us spark a
chain reaction of faith among our friends and families.
As the new year begins, let’s commit ourselves to
practices that will help us spend time with Jesus:

e Spend ten minutes or more in personal prayer each day,
asking the Holy Spirit to reveal Jesus to you.

e Examine your conscience daily, asking the Spirit to
help you repent of the things that separate you from God.

e Spend ten minutes or more each day prayerfully
pondering Scripture.

e Design a plan that will develop your faith, including
spiritual reading and active participation in the life of the
church.

“Jesus, I want to know more deeply this year. Let my
life become a shining witness to those around me that
you are the Son of God, the King, and the Messiah.”

—THE WORD AMONG US



Sunday Readings

2 Corinthians 4: 5-15

For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus
Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for
Jesus' sake. For it is the God who said, "Let light
shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Christ. But we have this treasure
in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent
power belongs to God and not to us. We are
afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed,
but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the
life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.
For while we live we are always being given up to
death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may be
manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is at work
in us, but life in you. Since we have the same spirit
of faith as he had who wrote, "I believed, and so |
spoke," we too believe, and so we speak, knowing
that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also
with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence.
For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to
more and more people it may increase thanksgiving,
to the glory of God.

John 1: 35-42

The next day again John was standing with two of
his disciples; and he looked at Jesus as he walked,
and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!" The two
disciples heard him say this, and they followed
Jesus. Jesus turned, and saw them following, and
said to them, "What do you seek?" And they said to
him, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where are
you staying?" He said to them, "Come and see."
They came and saw where he was staying; and they
stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth
hour. One of the two who heard John speak, and
followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.
He first found his brother Simon, and said to him,
"We have found the Messiah" (which means
Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at
him, and said, "So you are Simon the son of John?
You shall be called Cephas".

Next Sunday
John 3: 1-16 Galatians 3: 23-29
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